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winter boy, G; then a colonial boy, H, and
so on until the action is learned.
Action is impersonal, that is, it is not a
part of the object that expresses the action.
Character belongs to the object, to the indi-
vidual; character and action we often think
are one and the same. The action of run-
ning1 is common to all animals alike, but the
character of the run belongs to the indi-
vidual. For example, the running of a tur-
key, a goose, a hen, a dog, a cat, and a
squirrel are in principle the same, but the
character of the run is so different that we
recognize each one at a glance.
In Fig. 15, A represents the action of
running; in C it is applied to an ostrich, in
D to a goose, in E to a hen. Then, by
taking the two hind legs as one, and the
two fore legs as one, the same action is
applied to a deer, a horse, a pig and a dog.
Broadly speaking, there are five great
groups of action, under which nearly all
phases of action may be placed. They are
the running group, the walking group, the
standing group, the sitting group and the
reclining group. Dancing and jumping
be classed under the running group.
 In the running and walking groups, the
"go," or oblique, lines predominate; in the
standing group, the "still," or vertical lines,
predominate; in the reclining group the
horizontal lines predominate, and in the sit-
ting group the vertical and horizontal lines
unite. The "grace," or curved lines, would
predominate in dancing, "order," or parallel
lines, in the marching of soldiers, and
angular lines in a fight.
The Action of Rhythm. Lines not only
show direction, and suggest motion, but they
may represent rhythm. Rhythm is graceful
motion, and in drawing is indicated by
graceful lines. All nature is full of rhythm,
We see it in the waving grain and bending
trees, in the motion of water and the swirl
of smoke, in the markings on the feathers of
birds, and in the graceful folds of drapery.
It is seen in the movements of a kitten and
in the color of a lily; it is heard in the call
of a lark and in the grand roll of thunder.
It is all about us. It is in the graceful or
rhythmic motion of sound, color and form.
Rhytbm finds its expression in skill, in
rhythmic skill. Rhythmic skill is doing things
easily, quickly and gracefully. Decorative

